2 Samuel: The Slippery Slope of Sin

John Phillips - “In the books of Samuel, the long period of national disorder ends.
Samuel has been called ‘the last of the judges and the first of the prophets.” He
crowned two of Israel’s kings-Saul, the people’s choice, and David, God’s choice.”

David Jeremiah - “2 Samuel is all about David, the king of Israel who understood
his role as under-king to God, the true King of Israel.

“2 Samuel looks at David’s Godlike characteristics-his faithfulness, patience,
courage, generosity, commitment, honesty-as well as other God-honoring
characteristics such as modesty and penitence. Valuable lessons can be learned from
his sins and from his repentance. You and ], like David, can become a person after
God’s own heart.”

1. It's natural to the death of leaders, friends, and acquaintances.

2 Samuel 1:11-12 - Then David took hold of his clothes and tore them, and so did all
the men who were with him. And they mourned and wept and fasted until evening for
Saul and for Jonathan his son and for the people of the Lord and for the house of Israel,
because they had fallen by the sword.

2. God’s people need to of Him to discover His good, acceptable,
and perfect will.

2 Samuel 2:1 - After this David inquired of the Lord, “Shall I go up into any of the
cities of Judah?” And the Lord said to him, “Go up.” David said, “To which shall I go up?”

And he said, “To Hebron.”

3. It's unwise to God's precepts, promises, and principles.

2 Samuel 6:3 - And they carried the ark of God on a new cart and brought it out of
the house of Abinadab...

2 Samuel 6:5-7 - And David and all the house of Israel were celebrating before the
Lord, with songs and lyres and harps and tambourines and castanets and cymbals. And
when they came to the threshing floor of Nacon, Uzzah put out his hand to the ark of
God and took hold of it, for the oxen stumbled. And the anger of the Lord was kindled
against Uzzah, and God struck him down there because of his error, and he died there
beside the ark of God.

4. God’s is still amazing and marvelous.

2 Samuel 4:4 - Jonathan, the son of Saul, had a son who was crippled in his feet. He
was five years old when the news about Saul and Jonathan came from Jezreel, and his



nurse took him up and fled, and as she fled in her haste, he fell and became lame. And
his name was Mephibosheth.

2 Samuel 9:8 - “What is your servant, that you should show regard for a dead dog
such as 17"

5. Spiritual leaders need to live by the and their

2 Samuel 11:1 - In the spring of the year, the time when kings go out to battle, David
sent Joab, and his servants with him, and all Israel. And they ravaged the Ammonites
and besieged Rabbah. But David remained at Jerusalem.

6. God gives many of His servants’

2 Samuel 12:7 - Nathan said to David, “You are the man!

7. God’s forgiveness doesn’t always erase the of sin.

2 Samuel 12:22-23 - He said, “While the child was still alive, I fasted and wept, for 1
said, ‘Who knows whether the Lord will be gracious to me, that the child may live?’ But
now he is dead. Why should I fast? Can I bring him back again? I shall go to him, but he
will not return to me.”

8. Seeking from other people requires spiritual discernment and
maturity.

2 Samuel 17:4-5 - And the advice seemed right in the eyes of Absalom and all the
elders of Israel. Then Absalom said, “Call Hushai the Archite also, and let us hear what
he has to say.”

9. God’s people need to and for “The Finish Line.”

2 Samuel 23:1 - Now these are the last words of David...

10. God moves when His people themselves and sin.

2 Samuel 24:10 - But David's heart struck him after he had numbered the people.
And David said to the Lord, “I have sinned greatly in what I have done. But now, O
Lord, please take away the iniquity of your servant, for I have done very foolishly.”

11. God expects His children to offer Him their in worship.

2 Samuel 24:24 - But the king said to Araunah, “No, but I will buy it from you for a
price. I will not offer burnt offerings to the Lord my God that cost me nothing.” So
David bought the threshing floor and the oxen for fifty shekels of silver.



2 Samuel: The Slippery Slope of Sin

John Phillips - “In the books of Samuel, the long period of national disorder ends.
Samuel has been called ‘the last of the judges and the first of the prophets.’ He
crowned two of Israel’s kings-Saul, the people’s choice, and David, God’s choice.”

David Jeremiah - “2 Samuel is all about David, the king of Israel who understood
his role as under-king to God, the true King of Israel.

“2 Samuel looks at David’s Godlike characteristics-his faithfulness, patience,
courage, generosity, commitment, honesty-as well as other God-honoring
characteristics such as modesty and penitence. Valuable lessons can be learned from
his sins and from his repentance. You and I, like David, can become a person after
God’s own heart.”

1. It's natural to grieve the death of leaders, friends, and acquaintances.

2 Samuel 1:11-12 - Then David took hold of his clothes and tore them, and so did all
the men who were with him. And they mourned and wept and fasted until evening for
Saul and for Jonathan his son and for the people of the Lord and for the house of Israel,
because they had fallen by the sword.

2. God'’s people need to inquire of Him to discover His good, acceptable, and perfect
will.

2 Samuel 2:1 - After this David inquired of the Lord, “Shall I go up into any of the
cities of Judah?” And the Lord said to him, “Go up.” David said, “To which shall I go up?”
And he said, “To Hebron.”

3. It's unwise to compromise God’s precepts, promises, and principles.

2 Samuel 6:3 - And they carried the ark of God on a new cart and brought it out of
the house of Abinadab...

2 Samuel 6:5-7 - And David and all the house of Israel were celebrating before the
Lord, with songs and lyres and harps and tambourines and castanets and cymbals. And
when they came to the threshing floor of Nacon, Uzzah put out his hand to the ark of
God and took hold of it, for the oxen stumbled. And the anger of the Lord was kindled
against Uzzah, and God struck him down there because of his error, and he died there
beside the ark of God.

4. God'’s grace is still amazing and marvelous.

2 Samuel 4:4 - Jonathan, the son of Saul, had a son who was crippled in his feet. He
was five years old when the news about Saul and Jonathan came from Jezreel, and his



nurse took him up and fled, and as she fled in her haste, he fell and became lame. And
his name was Mephibosheth.

2 Samuel 9:8 - “What is your servant, that you should show regard for a dead dog
such as 17"

5. Spiritual leaders need to live by the calendar and their convictions.

2 Samuel 11:1 - In the spring of the year, the time when kings go out to battle, David
sent Joab, and his servants with him, and all Israel. And they ravaged the Ammonites
and besieged Rabbah. But David remained at Jerusalem.

6. God gives many of His servants’ tough assignments.

2 Samuel 12:7 - Nathan said to David, “You are the man!

7. God’s forgiveness doesn’t always erase the consequences of sin.

2 Samuel 12:22-23 - He said, “While the child was still alive, I fasted and wept, for I
said, ‘Who knows whether the Lord will be gracious to me, that the child may live?’ But
now he is dead. Why should I fast? Can I bring him back again? I shall go to him, but he

will not return to me.”

8. Seeking advice from other people requires spiritual discernment and maturity.

2 Samuel 17:4-5 - And the advice seemed right in the eyes of Absalom and all the
elders of Israel. Then Absalom said, “Call Hushai the Archite also, and let us hear what
he has to say.”

9. God’s people need to plan and prepare for “The Finish Line.”

2 Samuel 23:1 - Now these are the last words of David...

10. God moves when His people humble themselves and confess sin.

2 Samuel 24:10 - But David's heart struck him after he had numbered the people.
And David said to the Lord, “I have sinned greatly in what I have done. But now, O
Lord, please take away the iniquity of your servant, for I have done very foolishly.”
11. God expects His children to offer Him their best in worship.

2 Samuel 24:24 - But the king said to Araunah, “No, but I will buy it from you for a

price. I will not offer burnt offerings to the Lord my God that cost me nothing.” So
David bought the threshing floor and the oxen for fifty shekels of silver.



